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To me the reality of which I am fully and directly
aware is my own personality. Through my senses
I am conscious of other personalities in the world
than my own. Some of them seem better than others,
to have nobler qualities than others, to be higher
personalities. The highest thing I see in them is a
passion to do good to others rather than themselves, a
passion which is best described as love. The records
of history lead me to believe that in one man at any
rate, Jesus of Nazareth, this passion was completely
developed, In his teaching and life and death I see
personality at its highest, a man who had so mas-
tered his own desires that his whole being was
devoted to the welfare of others. His life is the crown
of human experience. It enabled men thereafter to
grasp what human personality at its highest can be.
If final reality is something of the nature of my own
personality raised to the infinite scale, the personality
of Jesus is the highest clue that men have to the
nature of God. He told us that God is love, and our
reason and conscience respond to the thought. But
his life and death make us see, as nothing else can,
what that formula means. If God is love he must
desire beyond all things communion with men, with
the creatures he loves. I believe that, because I de-
sire above all things communion with those that I
love. In the love of others I find the best corrective
of evil in myself. I was born with little or no sense of
honesty or truth, but I loved others in whom the
sense of honesty and truth was greater than my own.
I learned to feel the horror of lies by seeing that
those I loved abhorred a lie. I learned to dislike un-
cleanness by witnessing the love of purity in others.
"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all
men unto myself."2 Advice that friends have given
me, sermons I have heard, books I have read, have
helped at times. But of this I am sure that a much
stronger force for good in my life has come from feel-